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Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) – 

Spill Clean-Up Procedures – Biohazardous Liquids 

Dr. Andrea Fleig

Dr. Reinhold Penner

Queen’s Center for Biomedical Research (QCBR)

Queen’s Medical Center (QMC)

1. Purpose
This SOP describes the proper procedure for cleaning up biohazardous liquids such as tissue culture media spills. 

2. Scope
This SOP will be used by the every laboratory member.

3. Procedure
ALL SPILLS MUST BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY! Be sure you are wearing your personal protective equipment (lab coat, gloves, covered shoes, eye protection) before attempting to clean any spills.

For biohazardous liquid spills:

   1. Spray area with 90% ethanol and wipe with Kimwipes. Dispose of Kimwipes in the biohazard waste bag.

   2. Follow with a second spray of 90% ethanol.

For biohazardous liquid spills on lab coats or clothes:

   1. Spray with 90% ethanol and let it stand for 5 minutes. Pat dry with paper towels. Dispose of paper towels in the biohazard waste bag.

   2. Have your lab coat/clothes laundered.


